INTRODUCING

BLACKBERRY HILLS
MOUNTAIN ECO LODGES

OR

PAUL TRUONG

M The Vetiver Network




Following a very successful Vetiver Workshop in Kochi, Kerala,
India (21-23 February 2008) we went on a field day to Munnar to look at
various VS applications at the Kannan Devan Hills Tea Plantations. We
stayed on for another few days to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the tea
estates around Munnar. Kestrel Holidays Kerala booked us into
Blackberry Hills Mountain Eco Lodges for 3 nights.

Unaware of the connection between the Indian Vetiver Network

and Blackberry Hills Mountain Eco Lodges, | was completely surprised
and delighted to discover the extensive and beautiful uses of vetiver

around the lodge and its nature walks.

| should have known better, as the Executive Director of
Blackberry Hills, Mr KA Abdul Samad kindly offered us one free night
accommodation at the Lodge. Mr Samad was one of the organisers of

the Workshop.

We greatly appreciated the hospitality extended to us by Mr.
Samad and the General Manager, Mr. Ruresh Babu.




BACKGROUND

Mr Haridas, Coordinator of the India Vetiver Network who
was responsible for the organisation of the Cochin Workshop, was
Director of R & D of Tata Tea Estate in Munnar until his retirement
just prior to the Workshop.

Blackberry Hills Mountain Eco Lodges are located right next
to the tea plantation and it was probably a part of the Tata plantation
itself until recently.

| believed that Mr Haridas introduced and convinced Mr
Abdul Samad to the Vetiver System, which Mr Samad has adopted
whole heartedly as shown in the following slides.

Above all, Mr Ruresh Babu, General Manager of Blackberry
Hills proudly showed me a DVD which | believe his staff has
downloaded the whole website. Based on the
iInformation on the website and undoubtedly under the guidance of
Mr Haridas the staff of Blackberry Hills Mountain Eco Lodges have
done a magnificent job in showing how VS can be incorporated
beautifully and artistically to the local environment.







View of Tata Tea plantation from the balcony of our unit




Introduction to the Vetiver System in the unit information book
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take the pulp inside using a spoon. The homoco medicine Passiflora is prepared from
the plast which is used o treat symproms like hypertension. If inan wnlikely event you

remain tensed at Blackberry Hills, eat a Passion Fruit. Even otherwise, you may -

Spices : In addition te eardamom, we have Pepper, Coffee, Cinnamaon, Clove ete. in

Blackberry Estate. We have adopted strict organic methods in agnculture

Bio diversity conservation

We believe in the co-cxistence of all sors of plants in our plantation area. Thus,
Jackfruit Tree is found next 1o Mango Tree. Pepper creeps on bath, Alse sec that
Cardamom grow well beside an unidentified wild tree. Thus many of these trees and

plants compliment each other for their own sustainabiliry.

Vetiver System : The name rediver (botanically called Vetiveria Zizanivides) is origi-
nated from [errd ie; suceess and Fer ie; root in South Indian language.,Tim'iL This
wonder zrass is extensively used in Blackberry Estate for multiple purposes. Yetiver is
grown on those charecteristic walls at Blackberry Hills, This ever green wall proteces
the terrain more than it beautifies

Its roots prow deep inte the soil and prevent soil erosion. Also it allows min water &
sweep into the earth and helps water conservadon. Its roots are aromatic and have
multiple uses, Its beaves are used to make roof of huts. Many of the handicraft irems
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Steps leading to the lodge store
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Path leading to the unit
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Walking path to different units around the Lodge
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Slope stabilisation and erosion control around the Lodge







Eragrostis curvula used for erosion control around the Lodge
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around the Lodge







slope
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Vetiver roots used for decoration, pest repellent and deodorant
In the toilet of the lodge restaurant




f@;ﬁﬁi ol reefiper 7 AN 1S

: ~NE
xenrtlie. -"“'.IW{/# i{w

Mﬁ}ryw UL K 1) ﬁ;mﬁ;%&

4 -r " i N 4
nefipex off € ffﬁ’”r"-’*‘:’ﬂ":fﬁi'f:#- 14 mpadd.

F Wrr D Ty s e
5“_,,-:‘_15&!;!“'{*. id g FieE? fer) -‘"M

wehellent ...

cd 2 clla



This clearly shows that
VS applications are
only limited by your

Imagination!

PS: Life is too short so
when you sit down
next time make the

most of your
Imagination




CONGRATULATION S
TEAM BLACKBERRY




