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1. CONFERENCE THEME
“Vetiver for Soil and Water Conservation:
In Commemoration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great”
The person behind the success of vetiver technology in Thailand is His Majesty
King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great (King Rama IX), the first person in the country to
recognize the value of vetiver and to start experimenting with it since early days, after
having carefully studied the approach of the World Bank in using vetiver grass. His
Majesty the Late King gave the first royal initiative on 22 June 1991 to encourage the
utilization of vetiver in Thailand for soil and water conservation.
For 28 years, vetiver has proven to be an effective and low-cost technique which
readily be practiced by farmers for slowing water-runoff, reducing erosion, and increasing
the soil moisture for crop and plant growth. Apart from soil and water conservation, vetiver
has also presented other potential economic values such as for fodder, mulch, essential
oils, animal bedding and handicrafts.
On 4 – 8 February 1996, Thailand received the honor form the Vetiver Network
International (TVNI) to host the First International Conference on Vetiver (ICV-1) in Chiang
Rai, Thailand. The following ICVs took place with ever-growing interest at Petchaburi
( ICV-2: Thailand, 2000) ; Guangzhou ( ICV-3: China, 2003) ; Caracas ( ICV-4: Venezuela,
2006); Lucknow (ICV-5: India, 2011) and Danang (ICV-6: Vietnam, 2015).
During 26 – 29 October 2020, the Chaipattana Foundation and the Office of the
Royal Development Projects Board ( ORDPB) , as a Secretariat of Thailand Vetiver
Network and Pacific Rim Vetiver Network, are organizing the Seventh International
Conference on Vetiver (ICV-7) in Chiang Mai, Thailand, under the theme “Vetiver for Soil
and Water Conservation:In Commemoration of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The
Great” in honor of His Majesty the Late King who was the initiator as well as strong
supporter of scientific method of vetiver utilization for soil and water conservation.
The Conference is open to all scholars, experts, researchers, scientists and
practitioners from all parts of the world with knowledge and experiences on the utilization
of vetiver grass in all disciplines because the diverse uses of vetiver grass will ultimately
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lead to soil and water conservation. It is believed that this conference will highly beneficial
to the participants by offering a forum for the exchange of knowledge, views and
experiences on various techniques and developments of vetiver grass utilization and its
contribution to soil and water conservation.
Above all, the Organizing Committee is pleased to inform you that ICV-7 will be
honored by the presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn who
will graciously preside over the Opening Ceremony of the conference.
The conference has three main sessions: plenary, concurrent and poster. All sessions
will be based on seven major categories:
1) Soil and Water Conservation Attributes
2) Basic Research and General Studies
3) Pollution Control and Treatment / Restoration and Rehabilitation of Disturbed and
Contaminated Areas
4) Disaster Prevention
5) Training and Technology Dissemination
6) Alternative Uses and Socio-economic Values of Vetiver
7) Other Topics
2. CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
2.1 Administrative Committee
1) Dr. Sumet Tantivejkul

Chairperson

Secretary-General of the Chaipattana Foundation
2) Mr. Dnuja Sindhvananda

Vice Chairperson

Secretary-General of the Royal Development Projects Board
3) Deputy Secretary-General, ORDPB

Member

4) Deputy Secretary-General, ORDPB

Member

5) Deputy Secretary-General, ORDPB

Member

6) Advisor on Project Coordination, ORDPB
7) Executive Director, Planning and Foreign Affairs Division,
ORDPB

Member
Member and
Secretary
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8) Director, Foreign Affairs Group, ORDPB

Member and
Assistant Secretar

2.2 Advisory Committee
1) Dr. Narong Chomchalow
2) Dr. Weerachai Nanakorn
3) Mrs. Suwanna Pasiri
4) Ms. Srinit Boonthong
5) Mr. Surapol Sanguankaew
6) Dr. Pitayakorn Limthong
7) Dr. Nualchavee Roongtanakiat
8) Mr. Chalongchai Babprasert
9) Mr. Pradermchai Saengkoovong
2.3 International Advisory Committee
1) Mr. Richard G. Grimshaw
2) Dr. Jim Smyle
3) Dr. Paul Truong
4) Dr. Dale Rachmeler

3. CONFERENCE VENUE AND TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
The main venue of ICV-7 will be the Shangri-La Hotel, Chiang Mai, Thailand.
The spacious and luxurious venue, with modern facilities in an ancient Thai city, is the
ideal place for the conference. In addition, vetiver utilization for soil and water
conservation has been extensively done in Chiang Mai. Some of the areas would be
selected for the participants to observe during the post-conference technical tours.
The followings are tentative schedule of the conference program:
Mon 26 Oct 2020

 Opening Ceremony by HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
 Presentation of the King of Thailand Vetiver Awards and
TVNI Awards
 Presentation of the Awards Winning Papers
 Welcoming Dinner

Tue 27 Oct 2020

 TVNI Tribute
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 Presentation on the current and trend in Research,
Development and Application of Vetiver System Technology
Wed 28 Oct 2020

 Concurrent Sessions presentation of papers
Session 1:
1) Soil and Water Conservation Attributes
2) Basic Research and General Studies
Session 2:
1) Pollution Control and Treatment / Restoration and
Rehabilitation of Disturbed and Contaminated Areas
2) Disaster Prevention
Session 3:
1)Training and Technology Dissemination
2) Alternative Uses and Socio-economic Values of Vetiver
3) Other Topics
 Business Meeting

Thu 29 Oct 2020

 One-day Technical Tours in Chiang Mai

4. INTERNATIONAL HANDICRAFT TRAINING COURSE
Within the scope of ICV-7, a free-of-charge international vetiver handicraft training
course will be held on 26 – 28 October 2020, all day, at the Shangri-La Hotel, Chiang
Mai, Thailand. The training course is opened to all of those who work in the handcraft
industry or simply interested in using vetiver leaves in handicraft-making and applying
this initiative in their countries.
The training course, supported by the PTT Public Company Limited, aims at
providing participants with a comprehensive overview of the entire vetiver handicraftmaking process as well as instructing them in detail how to make real products
themselves. Similar training courses had also been organized during previous ICVs in
Thailand, China, Venezuela, India and Vietnam.
No registration fee has to be paid for attending the International Handicraft Training
Course. All trainees will receive, as a compliment from the Organizing Committee, all
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coffee breaks, meals during the conference period. However, the participants are
required to pay for their own domestic/international travel and accommodation during
the conference period. You may fill in the ICV-7 registration form from and choose
“ attend the International Vetiver Handicraft Training Course” before sending it to the
Conference Secretariat at rdpb_vetiver@yahoo.com.
5. KING OF THAILAND VETIVER AWARDS
Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, the Chairperson of His
Majesty the King of Thailand’ s Chaipattana Foundation, has graciously granted
US$10,000 of the King of Thailand Vetiver Awards from the Chaipattana Foundation
for four of the most outstanding works on vetiver (prize money of US$ 2,500 each) in
the following categories:
1. Outstanding Vetiver Research
1.1 Agricultural Application
1.2 Non - agricultural Application
2. Outstanding Dissemination and Application of the Vetiver System
2.1 Dissemination and Technology Transfer
2.2 Application of the Vetiver System
In addition, the PTT Public Company Limited’ s fund has been approved by Her
Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn to provide two additional awards
(prize money of US$ 2,500 each) for the following categories:
3. Outstanding People Participation
3.1 On-farm Applications and Socio-economic Impacts
3.2 Disaster Mitigation or Environmental Protection
The six winners will receive the awards from Her Royal Highness Princess Maha
Chakri Sirindhorn, the Patron of The Vetiver Network, on His Majesty the King of
Thailand’ s behalf, during the Opening Ceremony of the Seventh International
Conference on Vetiver (ICV-7) on 26 October 2020 in Chiang Mai, Thailand. With the
support from the Chaipattana Foundation, the recipients of the awards will have the
honor to present their papers during the Conference and be covered for the cost of

~6~

participation at ICV-7 as well as the international travel between their home country and
the conference venue, including accommodation during the conference period.
The deadline of paper submission for the awards is 31 March 2020. Award winners
will be announced on 31 May 2020.
6. THE VETIVER NETWORK INTERNATIONAL AWARDS
The Vetiver Network International is pleased to announce the seventh series of
Vetiver Awards in anticipation of the Seventh International Conference on Vetiver (ICV7), to be held in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 26-29 October 2020. IVC-7’s theme will be
“Vetiver For Soil & Water Conservation: In commemoration of His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej.” Past competitions have provided a wealth of contributions that
significantly increased our knowledge of the uses of Vetiver Grass and its applications and
benefits. We anticipate that this new round of Awards will be equally, if not more,
beneficial for advancing our knowledge and appreciation of the Vetiver System.
Three sets of Awards will be given:
 The Vetiver Champion Award. This Award will be given in recognition of an
individual’s impact at the country or regional level in promoting Vetiver Grass
Technology to communities and/or for public good. The process for nominations
will be carried out online so that the more than 4,000 Vetiver Network members who
participate in social media sites – Facebook, including the many affiliated Facebook
pages around the world, the Vetiver Blog, the TVNI website, and the various online
forums/communities – can identify and nominate deserving individuals. The winner, in
addition to a certificate, will receive $1,500. The winner, if they attend ICV-7, will
receive their Award on-stage and be given the opportunity to make a full presentation
of his/her work and vision for the future.
 Vetiver Grass Technology – Lessons, experiences and the path forward. Three
awards will be given for the best papers that address and bring together/focus on
applying and building upon past research, bring lessons and experience from the field,
analyze constraints, and propose priorities and practical strategies for future
development and expansion of the use of the Vetiver System in the following areas: (a)
agriculture and soil and water conservation (b) infrastructure protection and
disaster mitigation and (c) contaminated land and water.
Overall, TVNI is seeking to move forward and scale up the use of the Vetiver System
(VS) in the face of Climate Change; all papers should address VS and climate change
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resilience/adaptation and/or mitigation in their particular context. The three winners, in
addition to a certificate, will receive $750 each. The papers receiving Awards will be
announced at ICV-7 and be published in the Conference Proceedings.
 Exceptional Individual Contributions. In honor of four individuals who during their
lifetimes made exceptional contributions to the promotion, development, and expansion
of Vetiver System knowledge, TVNI will award:
o The Monty Yudelman Award for exceptional contributions in sustainable
agriculture and food security.
o The Mark Dafforn Award for exceptional contributions in science and research.
o The Nick Dolphin Award for exceptional contributions and success in community
engagement and effective participation.
o The John Greenfield Award for exceptional contributions in the promotion and
application of Vetiver Grass Technology, especially for poor and rainfed farmers, in
on-farm soil and moisture conservation.
Eligibility
Individuals or groups, who have shown initiative in research, utilization or promotion of
specific Vetiver Grass Technologies and/or of the broader Vetiver System are eligible.
These may include farmers, technicians, NGOs, students, scientists, researchers, private
companies, innovators, etc., who have produced and documented concrete, repeatable
results. Anyone, other than members of the TVNI Board of Directors and their families
who are not eligible, can be nominated. Self-nomination is also accepted.
To be eligible, the work presented must have been carried out by the individual or
individuals submitting the paper and the actual, physical locations of the work must be
georeferenced and reported in the submittal. This can be done, preferably, using the
International Vetiver Grass Tracking App (iVGT), which is available at the IPhone App
Store (IOS) or Google Play Store (Android). Individuals that have difficulty accessing or
cannot use the app in their country, may instead provide the coordinates (latitude and
longitude) of their applications. Note that most smart phones come with Apps that will
provide coordinates (e.g., IPhone Compass) or one can utilize Google Earth or Google
Maps.
To allow full participation of TVNI Board members in the review of nominations and
submittals, all submissions must be in English. Where this is beyond the capability of the
individual making the nomination or submittal, Google Translate (or other machine
translation facility) may be used to translate from the original language and both the
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machine translation and the original should be submitted. Due to the imprecision of
machine translation, it should be understood that errors and ambiguities in the translation
may affect the review committee’s decision.
Deadlines
 The Vetiver Champion Award: Nominations from the online community will be
accepted until 1 February 2020. Selected semi-finalists will be requested to produce a
short (maximum 1,000 words) description of their work and vision for the future and
submit it to TVNI by 1 May 2020. The winner will be announced by 1 June 2020.
 Vetiver Grass Technology – Lessons, experiences and the path forward:
Submissions will be accepted until 1 August 2020 and the winners will be announced
by 1 October 2020.
 Exceptional Individual Contributions: Nominations will be accepted until 1 August
2020 and the winners will be announced by 1 October 2020.
Procedures and Documentation
The Vetiver Champion Award. TVNI requests its members and users/participants in
Vetiver-related social media (TVNI Facebook page and affiliated Facebook pages, Vetiver
Blog, TVNI website, and the various online forums/communities) to nominate individuals
who they believe have (a) made very significant and noteworthy contributions, including
to the online community; (b) have put forward and demonstrated innovative ideas and
applications; and (c) are individuals who are highly likely to have a great impact in the
future. Nominations should include a short (maximum 1 page) description of the work and
contributions of the individual being nominated and a justification for why this individual
deserves to be selected for the Vetiver Champion Award.
A TVNI committee will select the 10 best nominations and, by 1 March 2020 will request
the selected nominees to produce and submit a short description of their work and vision
for the future. The submittal may contain up to 10 photos. Following the semi-finalists
submittals by 1 May 2020, the TVNI committee review and announce the award winner.
The submittals of all 10 semi-finalists will be published.
Vetiver Grass Technology – Lessons, experiences and the path forward. There are no
requirements as to maximum or minimum number of pages. Papers should be complete
and provide the necessary information that is requested, i.e., that the paper address and
bring together/focus on applying and building upon past research, bring lessons and
experience from the field, analyze constraints, and propose priorities and practical
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strategies for future development and expansion of the use of the Vetiver System in the
following areas in one (and only one) of the three areas of: (a) agriculture and soil and
water conservation (b) infrastructure protection and disaster mitigation and (c)
contaminated land and water. The documentation included may consist of many types
of information (personal accounts, reports, articles, photographs, scientific papers,
testimonials, etc.). Quality photographs (especially showing before and after vetiver
installation, where relevant) should be included to both illustrate the work carried out, as
well as evidence of work. Authors may be as brief as they desire, but clarity is essential.
Simple summaries will not be sufficient.
Exceptional Individual Contributions. All persons receiving nominations for “The
Vetiver Champion Award” will be automatically considered for these awards, as will those
submitting papers for TVNI or King of Thailand Awards. Direct nominations may also be
made. Nominations should include a description of the work and contributions of the
individual being nominated and a justification for why this individual deserves to be
selected for the proposed Award. There are no requirements as to maximum or minimum
number of pages, but the nomination should provide ample evidence of the individuals
actual work, contributions and direct impacts in one of the four areas. Quality photographs
(especially showing before and after vetiver installation, where relevant) should be
included to both illustrate the work carried out, as well as evidence of work. Simple
summaries will not be sufficient.
Information Required
1. Name and address of the nominee, postal address, email and telephone number if
possible
2. Name and address of the nominator, postal address, email and telephone if possible
3. Project (in its widest sense) information:
a. Location of the project or work;
b. Description of the project or work;
c. Accomplishments of the project or work;
d. Importance of the project or work;
e. Supporting documentation is required for determining awards, including
photographs and geo-referencing of project or work locations of applications and
installations;
f. Name and address of a reference that is familiar with the project.
Electronic submission via email with attachments is required, and should be sent to the
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following e-mail addresses:
1-Jim Smyle <jsmyle@earthlink.net>
2-Paul Truong <p.truong@veticon.com.au>
3-Dick Grimshaw <r.grimshaw@comcast.net>
Emailed documents should be either in .doc, docx or .pdf format. If pictures are sent which
are not embedded in the document, they should be in .jpg format. The maximum size of
the document cannot exceed 8MB including embedded photos, charts, graphics, and
appendices. If more than 8MB, you should submit via DropBox and share the file with
jsmyle@earthlink.net, p.truong@veticon.com.au, and r.grimshaw@comcast.net
TVNI will email the applicant to confirm receipt of the award nomination by TVNI.
7. CALL FOR PAPERS AND POSTERS
Engineers, researchers, teachers, practitioners, government officials and other
professionals are invited to submit papers related to the conference theme as well as other
applications of vetiver system. Submitting well-documented case studies and experiences in
applying Vetiver System in the practice of sustainable soil and water development is
highly encouraged.
Specifications for Abstract and Full Paper
The abstract should be between 400-500 words (1 page). The complete work should not be
longer than 6,000 words (including figures and pictures, not more than 15 pages). Before
submitting, all papers should be edited according to the following norms.
Format: The papers should be submitted as a Microsoft Word document (.doc or .docx), in
Times New Roman (TNR) font, according to the following specifications:


Title: TNR, capital letters, 14 points and bold black, centered;



Author(s): TNR, 12 points normal. Initial of the first (and second) name(s), last name,
institution(s) to which they belong, postal address and e-mail, centered;



Keywords: TNR, 10 points, maximum five (NOT to include the word ‘vetiver’);



Text: TNR, 12 points normal, single space, justified;



Graphs and pictures: In black and white or color. Edit and place in the main text at
proper places; and



Format of page: A-size, margin: 2.5 cm right, top and bottom; and 3 cm for the left;
single space.
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Contents: The body of the paper should include the following sections: introduction;
materials and methods; results and discussion; conclusions and references. Tables and
figures should be inserted within the text at appropriate places. References should be
included and listed in alphabetical order by last name of the first author according to the
following norms: author, (if more than one author, use commas to separate them), year of
publication, title, journal (abbrev.), volume, number, pagination (10, and 14 points of line
space).
Note: This format is suitable for research papers but may be amended for submissions that
are not research based.
For examples:


Chomchalow, N. and Henle, H.V. (eds.). 1998. Proceedings of the First
International Conference on Vetiver. The Office of the Royal Development
Projects Board, Bangkok, Thailand.



Truong, PNV. 1999. Vetiver grass technology for mines tailings rehabilitation.
In: Proceedings of the First Asia-Pacific Conference on Ground and Water
Bioengineering for Erosion Control and Slope Stabilization. Manila, The
Philippines. pp. 315-325.

Specifications for Posters
Dimension: Should not exceed 0.90 m wide x 1.20 m high
Content: Title, authors, institutions with its respective address, abstract, objectives,
methodology, results, most relevant conclusions and the main references. For
acknowledging some sponsoring institution(s), it should be mentioned at the bottom.
Design of the poster: It is recommended that the text of the poster has a font size that
allows the reading from 2 m. It is suggested to use bold letters, with size between 8 and 12
mm and 15 to 20 mm for titles and sub-titles. The text must be concise, clear and precise,
results supported with suitable illustrations, photographs, graphs and tables. Reference
citations in the text must be minimal. The poster components need to be designed to
convey the Questions and Answers, Objectives and Conclusions in a lucid manner.
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Note: Authors will have to be present at the specific time to clarify questions during the
exhibition of the poster.
Please send abstract and full paper as well as posters to the email address:
rdpb_vetiver@yahoo.com
A hard copy and a soft file must be sent to the following postal address:
ICV-7 Secretariat
Foreign Affairs Group, Planning and Foreign Affairs Division,
Office of the Royal Development Projects Board
2012 Soi Arun Amarin 36, Arun Amarin Road, Bang Yi Khan Subdistrict,
Bang Phlat District, Bangkok 10700 THAILAND
Tel. +66 2447 8500 ext 237
31 April 2020

Deadline for submitting abstract of full paper or poster

31 June 2020

Deadline for submitting extended abstract or full paper or poster

8. EXHIBITIONS
Throughout the conference period, three major exhibitions will take place at the
Shangri-La Hotel, Chiang Mai. They are:
1) Poster Exhibition: shows the posters of vetiver works prepared by the
participants.
2) Scientific Exhibition: features the works of different governmental and nongovernmental agencies in Thailand regarding the research and development
works of vetiver grass technology.
3) Commercial Exhibition: demonstrates and sells mainly local handicrafts made
from vetiver grass developed and promoted by governmental and nongovernmental agencies in Thailand.
9. POST-CONFERENCE TECHNICAL TOURS
A one-day field trip will be organized on 29 October 2020 to enable the participants
to visit the vetiver utilization and plantation in Chiang Mai. The Office of the Royal
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Development Projects Board and the Chaipattana Foundation will support all expenses
during the field trip (transportation and meals).
There are altogether four site visits namely:
1) Demonstration Center for the Development and Promotion of Vetiver Grass
Utilization in the Forests Section 1, Pong Yaeng Subdistrict, Mae Rim District
2) Queen Sirikit Botanic Garden, Mae Sa Subdistrict, Mae Rim District
3) Kong Hae Village Agricultural Learning Center (Extension Area), Pong Yaeng
Subdistrict, Mae Rim District
4) A model farmer’s agricultural plot (Mrs. Pongpan Sa-Lee), Pah Pai Subdistrict,
Sansai District
Note: Due to time constraint, these sites will be arranged into two routes for the
participants to choose upon registration at the conference according to their preferences.
You may fill in the ICV-7 registration form and choose “Join the field trip in Chiang
Mai” before sending it to the Conference Secretariat at rdpb_vetiver@yahoo.com.
10.

REGISTRATION

ICV-7 is organized to commemorate His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The
Great’s life-long dedication to uplift the people well-being through several royal initiatives.
One among them is the introduction of the utilization of vetiver grass for soil and water
conservation which has brought about positives changes in Thailand in terms of
agricultural promotion, disaster prevention, bio-engineering, pollution control and so on. In
remembrance of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej The Great, the Office of the
Royal Development Projects Board and the Chaipattana Foundation will be responsible for
all expenses in organizing ICV-7.
Therefore, no registration fee has to be paid for attending the conference and the
post-conference technical tours. All participants will receive, as a compliment from the
Organizing Committee, the admission to all sessions, conference materials as well as all
coffee breaks, meals during the conference period. However, the participants are required
to pay for their own domestic/ international travel and accommodation during the
conference period.
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11. ACCOMODATIONS
The Organizing Committee will assign a travel agency to facilitate the participants
in booking their accommodations during ICV-7 at the Shangri-La Hotel at the conference
rate and those nearby. The list of hotels and prices as well as the booking procedure will be
provided later.
11. FORMS
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The Seventh International Conference on Vetiver

REGISTRATION FORM
The Seventh International Conference on Vetiver
26 – 29 October 2020, Chiang Mai, Thailand
Personal Details (ผูล้ งทะเบียนชาวไทย กรุณากรอกข้อมูลเป็ นภาษาไทย)
Title

คํานําหน้ าชื่อ

Mr., Mrs., Ms., Prof., Dr., Other

นาย, นาง, นางสาว, ศาสตราจารย์, ดอกเตอร์, อื่นๆ

Name – Surname

ชื่อ -นามสกุล
Organization

หน่ ว ยงาน
Position

ตําแหน่ ง
Contact Address

ที่อ ยู่ส าํ หรับ ติ ด ต่อ
Country

ประเทศ
Tel.

หมายเลขโทรศัพท์
Email Address(es)

Page 1/2
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ICV-7

Purposes for Attending the ICV-7
1) 26 – 28 October 2020

 Attend the conference
 Paper presentation:
Title:

Author(s):

 Poster presentation:
Title:

Author(s):

 Attend the International Vetiver Handicraft Training Course
2) 29 October 2020

 Join the field trip in Chiang Mai Province
Requesting an official invitation letter
Please fill in this form and send it to Email Address: rdpb_vetiver@yahoo.com

 กรุณากรอกข้อมูลข้างต้นและส่งกลับมาทางอีเมลล์ rdpb_vetiver@yahoo.com
หรือโทรสารหมายเลข 02-447-8543
 รายละเอียดเพิม่ เติม ติดต่อกองแผนงานและวิ เทศสัม พัน ธ์ สํานัก งาน กปร.
2012 ซอยอรุณอมรินทร์ 36 ถนนอรุณอมรินทร์ แขวงบางยีข่ นั เขตบางพลัด กรุงเทพฯ 10700
โทร. 02-447-8500 ต่อ 234, 236,237
Page 2/2
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