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Introduction

Urban erosion: issues in the; DRC
|'.* Rural exodus to urban areas'to find employment

2. Lack ot appropriatcanirastructure am residential
quarters such as roads, drains, sewerage system,
garbage collection

.. Lack of government funding to; address these
proeblenis

. Add to this, very highitainfall-over9=10 months 4
yedr, in many cases . sandy soils and hilly
environments

There 15 athugeneed' totfind affordable, durable and
casilyy maintainedSolutions




[ theswesternthali-ot the
Democratic Republic offthe
Congo, poverty, 1s extremely;

low, less than $1:00 per family
per. year:

Positive social benefits are
seen by communities only 1

we talked about ncome
generation, tood security and
livelihood improvements such
as,road stabilization to better
access matkets

Kinshasa home on the edge of huge
ravine protected with only’ several
meters of vetiver hedge




The project site

Innovative Resources Managment
Democratic Republic of the Congo

CLIFS Kikwit Vetiver Erosion Demonstration
Site

Bandundu
Province




Community mobilization in the DRC

Introduce the plant
Create nurseries

Implement
demonstrations

Create demand for
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Mobilize communities

to be.innovative
Vetiver nurseryfowned by,a wormens
association 1n Kikwit




Kikwit City

12922 km insize, 500 km:east of Kinshasa, 5°'S.
Latitude, 450 meters in altitude, 1 500:mmof
ramnfall 1n 8 months

.. ‘Population: 1 + million inhabitants

. On the banks of the Kwilu,River, sandy soils

.» Ravines have beenthere tor 30 years, in 2004
there wereza total of 194 ravine systems within
the city, some more than 50 m,deep




Choice ofithe site

Onegravine, with three
heads; that was
threatening the central |
hospital, the maim

Catholic chutrchand %
thercentral market %

=

[t covered 2 hectares
and Wwas, an average of:
20 meters deep




Mobilizing the community:

The slope was, too' stecp so werhad to
bench. terrace:thexrdvine walls




Community mobilization i thie DRC

Beginning to make.the benches




Community mobilization i thie DRC

Preparing plants




Community mobilization in the DRC

Twoe,months after planting Four months after planting




Seyven months

later after:the
end-of the
rains, the

drains wotk

and erosion
has
completely,
stopped




Ky elements

Introduce the 1dea
Provide training




Key elements

Get plants growing in
“alocal ursery:
properly planted




Key elements

“ Get some expett
advice

(Who 1s that tellow
with the glasses next
to Alain?)




Key elements

Follow up .and correct,any mistakes
Get the press toicover the event
Select new sites to. work on
Instill community Spirit-that they-have

a solution that is-low cost; long tetm
andfeasy to.do




I he Vetiver demonstration
in Kikwit DRC was a
revolution in the making

Hope plus.a solution
empowers people who
hayve given up




What did 1t cost?

120speople livingsalong the ravine providedslabor

. The local nurseries statted the year-before'sold their
plants to: the project

. The work took 18 days, cost $8000

..« The ! CLTES project provides®T'A and transport
.~ Total aréa covered 20;000 square meters

» [hat is US#$0.40 per square meter treated




[t works, because the community didkit!




